Categorical Exclusion Review
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Boise District Office
Bruneau Field Office

West Castle Creek Allotment Grazing Preference Transfer

CE No.:: DOI-BLM-ID-B020-2010-0009-CX Lease/Serial/Case File No.: GRN #s 1100299, 1103467

Purpose and Need for Action: John Anchustegui has submitied a Grazing Preference Application for permitted

use in West Castle Creek Allotment formerly attached to his Pole Creek base property. Mr. Anchustegui sold that
property in 2007, and has now completed an Application to Transfer Grazing Preference From Base Property that
will attach the expired permit to his Carl Hite base property.

This transfer will allow Mr. Anchustegui to retain the permitted use in Pastures 24, 24B&C, and 24D and use of the
holding field 24A that was originally issued to Owyhee Calcium Products under their December 22, 1997 Final
Decision and analyzed in EA #1D-01-97-103. That permit was subsequently transferred to Mr. Anchustegui in
December, 2003.

Mr. Anchustegui’s summer permit is run in common with two other permittees in those pastures, including late
spring use in the riparian pasture 24B&C. In alternate years, there is a 25 day gap for this permit between the June
30 end date for 24B&C and the opening date for 24 and 24D when Mr. Anchustegui’s cattle will be moved to
private, State or FFR pastures that he controls. A Rangeland Health Assessment for West Castle Creek Allotment is
currently in preparation,

Description of Proposed Action: The Proposed Action is to approve a transfer of an expired West Castle Creek
Allotment summer permit to a new base property controlled by John Anchustegui. The transferred permit expired
when the base property was sold in 2007. This transferred permit will be identical to the permit prescribed for
Owyhee Calcium Products, Inc. by the December 22, 1997 Final Decision and will incorporate all of its
specifications and mitigation measures.

Project Location: The Proposed Action involves the West Castle Creek Allotment, located near Grand View and
Oreana, Idaho, 50 miles south of Boise.

Applicant (if any): John Anchustegui
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Part I - Plan Conformance Review

This proposed Action is subject to the following land use plan: Bruncau MFP
Date Plan Approved: June, 1983

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP because it is specifically provided for in the
following LUP decision(s): RM-1.1, RM-1.4, RM-1.5, RM-3.1; WS-1.1; WL-3.2, WL-4.3, WL-4.4, WL-6.1, WL-
ag-2.1, and WL-aq-2.5.

The proposed action is in conformance with the LUP, even though it is not specifically provided for, because it is
clearly consistent with the following LUP decision(s) (objectives, terms, and conditions): N/A

Remarks: The relevant Bruneau MFP decisions are addressed in the transferred permit through the December 22,
1997 Final Decision issued to Owyhee Calcium Products, Ing,

Part II - NEPA Review

A. Categorical Exclusion Review: This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM
11.9 D.(1) Category description: Approval of transfers of grazing preference,

B. Exceptions Review (Departmental List of Extraordinary Circumstances Review): Review the 12
exceptions which apply to individual actions within categorical exclusion, Bnvironmental documents (EA.
or EIS) must be prepared for any actions involving these exceptions. The following Departmental List of
Extraordinary Circumstances apply to individual actions. Departmental instructions mandate that
environmental documents MUST BE PREPARED for actions which may: (Mark applicable answer for
each item. If "yes", prepare an EA/EIS and append this form to it.)

List of Exceptions
1. Have significant impacts on public health or safety.

Yes 71 |No [ | Specialist Signature/Date: wﬂe % """" > /l /07
J 7

Comments/Explanation:

2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural
resources; park, recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole
or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive
Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; or ecologically significant or critical areas, or is not in
‘compliance with the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act,

Yes [ | No Specialist Signature/Date: MQ % f2/ i /& 7\
omments/Explanation;
.f{;\y_ ts/Explanati é}}\%t m‘gffom% W Ofgpwg W"/

'm vern. G
Prz-s ne mn‘d oo ﬁ;m Use m
DA ! Opiree.. YH1Ee, :
. Have hlghly controvers1a envuomnental effectdbr 1nvol
available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)].

Yes [ |No JW

Specialist Signature/Date:

Comments/Explanation: -
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4, Have Hin and potentlally 8 gmﬁcant' environmental effects or involve unigue or unknown
environimental risks.

Yes [ {No X | Specialist Signature/Date: %{p
Comments/Epranatwn Ll Fodle_Vse has Grcprered (‘) bendr <t :
! Muc been docoprdep amd (,mwdef mdeemld |
/VlciddW W"‘y Kiewie Wpa ks ae—

5. Estabhsh a precedent for fufure actions or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially
significant environmental effects.

Yes [ |No ,&/ Spec;ahst Slgnature/Date UW Bﬁéf/ 3 / / /@.7' .
Comments/Explanation: [_1 xagiz, <Pz wirl %ﬁd'(‘} c,@ et %
cononte Tyl S ke Golelines wnd  Bross, |
&fc?gm(

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant, but cumulatively significant
environmental effects.

Yes [ |No % Specia]ist Signature/Date: W % / 2 /, /@?’
Comments/Explanation: diteen. 4o PrCer UMQ[Q,(L
w&:‘ p. t' a% P IJJ(-O ‘?Z %%ﬂﬂ’f

. Have significant 1mpacts od prope eshsted or ehglle for llstmg on the National Reglster of Historic Places as |
determined by eithgr the bureau or office. s

Yes T} | No n&"'{eclahst&gnaturemate: H;‘Q / /M M A / j2 )I / 2007
v AN, v

Comments/Explanation\

8. Have significant impacts on species listed or proposed to be listed on the List of Endangered or Threatened
Species, or on designated Critical Habitat for these species.
Specialist Signature/Date for Plants / / /{ L'E/Oj ,
Yes [ |No ﬂ Specialist Signature/Date for Wlldhf Z/ v0Y
Specialist Signature/Date for Aquatics: 12f 2./ 2004
Plants Comments/Explanation: T

Wildlife Comments/Explanation:
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Aquatics Comments/Explanation:

9. Violate a Federal, State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment.

Yes [ [No X WW i-Z—“k)‘

1M | Specialist Sighature/Date:
ISsved

Comments/Explanation: TLO W[{‘S

wew ourd b be o pltatee. |

m/tz’[zz/ 1777 "Fyal Deasidos

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populatmns (Executive Order

12898).
Yes [ [ No K Specialist Signature/Date; m 1 ,Jﬁ - 2
Comments/Explanation: T 5 7

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or
| significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).

Yes ] |No [I® | Specialist Signature/Date: / -g’ . _ v
Comments/Explanation:‘meg@L u{/"‘" Pgt ng" . e N

:5'(/\(@1{“& eccup, | Oﬁwa%jﬁ Wt T &%«f
or Gl/mj d\d/]‘j{, 0 el A UV‘%’“’/T)’H f - _

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native invasive species
known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such
species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 131 12)

Yes [T | No B | Specialist Signature/Date: WM& 19
Comments/Explanation: [waQ/_) VW Fle.-adk

hertyoe p&c@OP Shoaom Wa@‘}w W
d mm(e/ herw;ny [M.WU ?%@W

I certify that none of the Departmental exceptions (Extraordinary Circumstances) listed in the above Part II (516
DM 2, Appendix 2) apply to this action; therefore, this categorical exclusion is appropriate for this situation.

Remarks:
Authorizing Official: Mi% Date: 12}2 / 4

Name: AMO[O{ L. D:Ke

Title: [} el %@(
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